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From: S. Shyam Sunder <sunder @ nist.gov>

To: wic@nist.gov, rgann@ nist.gov, fahim.sadek @ nist.gov, james.lawson @nist.gov,
cauffman @ nist.gov, cheri.sawyer@nist.gov

Subject: FW: Black Boxes at WTC

Date: 26 Jul 2005 16:08:27 -0400

X-MailScanner:

X-MailScanner-From: sunder @ nist.gov

----- Original Message-----

From: dorshkind

Date: 7/26/05 2:48 pm

To: sivaraj.shyam-sunder@nist.gov
Subj: Black Boxes at WTC

Dr. Sunder:

Has your investigation covered the reasons that the aircraft Black Boxes
were apparently not recovered? According to my internet research, 3 of
the 4 Black Boxes were recovered, but the FBI quashed this information.
My source for this is the attached article.

Larry Dorshkind
Redwood City, CA
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BLACK BOX COVER-UP

Rescue Workers Silenced After Exposing 9-11 Whitewash
By Greg Szymanski

A 9-11 rescue worker recently came forward to say he was told by FBI agents to “keep my mouth
shut” about one of the “black boxes” a fellow firefighter helped locate at ground zero, contradicting
the official story that none of the flight and cockpit data recorders were ever recovered in the
wreckage of the World Trade Center (WTC) towers.

Honorary firefighter Mike Bellone claims he was approached by unknown bureau agents a short
time after he and his partner, Nicholas DeMasi, a retired New York firefighter, found three of the
four “black boxes” among the WTC rubble before January 2002.

The pair first claimed in an August 2003 book entitled Behind the Scene: Ground Zero to have
found the data recorders. '

DeMasi said the “black boxes” were found while he traversed “ground zero” in his all-terrain vehicle
(ATV) with three federal agents.

FBI and New York fire officials have denied ever finding the voice and data recorders.
Now: Bellone claims agents were adamant about keeping the discovery a secret.

“They confronted me and told me to not to say anything,” recalled Bellone, referring to one of three
reddish-orange boxes with two white stripes he saw in the back of DeMasi’'s ATV. “] said, ‘Give me
a good reason.” When they couldn’t, | told them | wouldn’t shut up about it.

“Why should 1? | have nothing to hide and nothing to gain. It's the truth, and Nick and | are sticking
to our story as we always have.”

Bellone said he and DeMasi were not the only 9-11 rescue workers to see the ‘black boxes.” He
said there were several other witnesses and said he knows they have been silenced by federal
agents.

“l know two or three others saw what went down, but they are not talking,” said Bellone. “They got
to those guys after they talked to me. The only reason | can figure they are trying to hide the truth
is that the government knows it screwed up, and the recorders would prove it.”

Asked to give names of the other witnesses, he said he wouldn’t break a fellow worker’s
confidence by revealing his identity.

“I can tell you this, though, it was all very strange. | worked on the spaceship Columbia cleanup,
and you know when something important is found and when something is not,” he said.

The day the “black boxes” were secretly carted away, agents acted like “something big was going
down,” he added.

Bellone said he never leamned the FBI agents’ names as this type of personal contact and
information wasn’t exchanged between the civilian workers and government officials working side-
by-side at ground zero.



“They had on their FBI jackets, but I'm sure | could pick them out of a lineup or recognize their
pictures,” said Bellone.

The pair's bombshell accusations blow a big hole in the official story as well as the findings in the
recent 9-11 commission report.”

in Chapter 1, footnote 76, there is the sole but definitive reference to the airline “black boxes”: “The
CVR'’s and the FDR'’s [voice and flight data recorders] from American 11 and United 175 were not
found.”

Asked if DeMasi and Bellone were questioned or subpoenaed, commission spokesman Al
Felzenberg said: “l can’t tell you now if he was one of the 1,200 people we interviewed or if the
book was one of the countless ones we researched. We explored every lead, but | will try to find
out if we talked with him and get back to you.”

Bellone said commission members never contacted him or DeMasi and never asked the two o
appear before the group even though the book was published well before the hearings
commenced.

“| have been contacted by only one newspaper reporter, from The Philadelphia Daily News,” said
Bellone, referring to an October 2004 story by reporter William Bunch, who recapped DeMasi's
statements as well as the usual official denials.

Those close to the 9-11 investigation said the recovery of the “black boxes” is important because
they may hold vital clues about what really happened on the morning of Sept. 11, 2001.

The cockpit voice recorder uses a pair of microphones to capture all cockpit sounds for the last 30
minutes of a doomed flight. The flight data recorder is also significant since it records altitude,
heading and airspeed.

Both recorders are designed to withstand enormous impact and heat. National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) officials said they should have withstood the conditions at the WTC.

And finding the boxes after a crash seems to be standard procedure, according to the NTSB.

“It's extremely rare that we don’t get the recorders back,” said NTSB spokesman Ted Lopatkiewicz.
“l can’'t remember another case which we did not recover the recorders.”

Belione is retired and was made an honorary New York fireman for his efforts after 9-11. DeMasi
has recently retired from Engine Co. 261, nicknamed the “Flaming Skulls.”
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Subject: FW: Explosions Experienced in the Sub-Basements of WTC 1 &

----- Original Message-----

From: dorshkind

Date: 7/26/05 3:02 pm

To: sivaraj.shyam-sunder@ nist.gov

Subj: Explosions Experienced in the Sub-Basements of WTC 1 & Connection to Impact Floors

Dr. Sunder:

Has your investigation covered the explosions experienced by William
Rodriguez and other maintenance staff in the sub-basements of WTC 1?7 In
particular, what is the connection between these explosions experienced

in the sub-basement levels and the floors involving the aircraft impact?

My sources are indicated below.

Has your investigation covered reports of explosions heard and
experienced by firefighters and survivors throughout the WTC buildings
on floors other than the impact floors.

http://www.arcticbeacon.citymaker.com/articles/anticle/1518131/28031.htm

http://www.chiefengineer.org/article.cim?seqnum1=1029

Larry Dorshkind
Redwood City, CA
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From: "dorshkind" <mail@dorshkind.com>
To: <wtc@nist.gov>
Subject: WTC Collapses

Does anyone care that the book “The New Pearl Harbor” by David Ray Griffin (available at alibris.com)
documents a myriad of evidence that the towers were most likely brought down by “controlled explosions” ~ not
from the heat from 1300-1400 degree hydrocarbon fires?

in addition, there is an article that was written about William Rodriguez, a 20-year veteran janitor, who said there
were explosions below the basement level office he was in and these explosions were felt by him seconds before
the plane hit the tower above him. William Rodriguez said he led a fellow janitor, David Felipe, to safety after Mr.
Felipe burst into his office badly burned and yelling “explosion!, explosion!, explosion!”. After leading Mr. Felipe to
safety, William Rodriguez returned to help two other men trapped and drowning in the basement elevator shaft as
well as doing many other heroic acts.

The book, “The New Pearl Harbor”, also reported that firemen and others heard explosions in the building at
various levels of the towers. To my knowledge, there were no investigations by FEMA, NIST or the 911
Commission of these explosion reports (except that William Rodriguez says he was interviewed by the 911
Commission behind closed doors and by NBC News). The steel, according to the book, could have been
inspected for explosive residue but was quickly hauled off (to foil a proper investigation) and quickly sent to China
and Korea.

The book goes into a lot more regarding fire temperatures, materials science, etc., and is worthy of someone’s
review for either confirmation of presented facts or refutation of those presented facts.

Larry Dorshkind
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